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The prophecy found in the book of Daniel, specifically chapter 11, offers an incredibly detailed and 
comprehensive chronicle of the rulers of the North and the South during an important historical period known 
as the Intertestamental Period. This period, which spans approximately 400 years, serves as a bridge between 
the Old and New Testaments, and is a time of significant geopolitical and historical change. The kings of the 
North and South in this context refer specifically to the rulers of the Seleucid and Ptolemaic dynasties, situated 


in Syria and Egypt respectively. 


The intriguing prophecy begins with a recounting of the aftermath of the death of Alexander the Great in 323 
BC. Following his death, his vast empire was divided amongst his most trusted generals, leading to a new 
geopolitical landscape. One of these generals, Ptolemy, assumed control over Egypt, which was south of Israel, 
earning him the title of the "king of the South." Another general, Seleucis, claimed control over Syria, which was 


to the north of Israel, and thus, he became known as the "king of the North." 


Further, in Daniel 11:5—6, the prophecy foretells that the king of the South will grow in strength, yet one of his 
commanders will rise even higher, eventually ruling his own kingdom. It goes on to predict that after a few 
years, they will form an alliance through a marital union, with the daughter of the king of the South being wed 
to the king of the North. Despite this, the prophecy ominously predicts that she will not retain her power, and 
their alliance will ultimately crumble. This prediction was later fulfilled when Princess Berenice, the daughter of 
the king of the South, married the Seleucid king. Tragically, following the sudden death of the king, Berenice 


and her child were brutally murdered in 246 BC, leading to conflict instead of the anticipated alliance. 


Continuing, Danie! 11:7—10 brings to light another prediction: a successor from Berenice's lineage will rise to 
power, confront the forces of the king of the North, and emerge victorious. This prophecy was fulfilled when 
Berenice's brother, who was the reigning king in Egypt, led a victorious military campaign against the North 
from 245-241 BC. However, the harmony was short-lived, as the Syrian kingdom in the North retaliated by 


launching an invasion on Egypt. 


Daniel 11:11-13 carries forward the narrative of the rivalry and escalating conflict between these two kingdoms. 
In a twist of historical events, Syria was defeated by Egypt in 217 BC, with the Greek-Egyptian king of the South 
responsible for the death of about 20% of the Syrian force. Nonetheless, this victory was fleeting, as Syria 


retaliated with a larger force and was successful in their counterattack. 


One particularly infamous and brutal king of the North was Antiochus IV Ephiphanes. His reign is encapsulated 
in Daniel 11:21—24, with verse 25 offering specifics. Antiochus launched an invasion on Egypt in 169 BC, 
defeating the relatively young and inexperienced king of Egypt. Following this, he looted the temple in 
Jerusalem on his way back, and then decided to invade the South once more. However, this time he was met 
with resistance from the Romans and was forced to comply. His second attempt to loot the temple sparked the 


Jewish resistance, leading to the Maccabean Revolt in 167 BC. 


In Danie! 11:17—29, another attempt at a marriage alliance is documented. The daughter of the Seleucid king (of 
the North) was wedded to the Ptolemaic king (of the South) in 193 BC. However, this marriage was not intended 
to build an alliance, but rather to undermine the king of the South, with the daughter acting as a spy for her 
father. But in a surprising turn of events, after her marriage, she sided with her husband against her father. The 
Seleucid king of the North, in response, attacked a number of Greek islands and part of Asia Minor. Despite a 
stern warning from the Romans to stay out of Greek affairs, he ignored their caution, leading the Romans to 
attack and defeat him at Thermopylae in 191 BC. This led to his humiliation, and he was forced to start paying 


tribute to Rome. 


While Danie! 11:40—45 has sparked considerable debate among scholars, many believe these verses may refer 
to a future king of the North who will exceed even Antiochus in his pride and blasphemy. This future king is 
often associated with the final Antichrist at the end of history. If these verses do indeed refer to the yet future 


"end times," then the identity of this king remains a mystery yet to be revealed. 


In conclusion, the prophecy in Daniel 11 offers an intricate and detailed account of the kings of the North and 
South, their alliances, conflicts, and the geopolitical dynamics of the period. These kings represent the rulers of 
the Seleucid and Ptolemaic dynasties, based in Syria and Egypt, respectively. The prophecy's remarkable 
accuracy in predicting historical events underscores its significance and relevance in biblical study and 


historical analysis. 
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